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In the Abstract : 

Please amend the abstract as follows: 

A conveyor induct system includes a control point subsystem for mea s uring the point at 
which control of an article transitions fro m o ne conveyor to another. The induct system also 
includes a subs y stem for accurately crea ting o r-eent r o ll i ng the gaps betw een-artieles on t h e 
conveyor system. The control p o i nt subs y s tem monitor s the locati on, and change s in th e speed, 
of an article as it passes between tw o convey ors operating at different speeds. The gap control 
subsyste m provides re altime-mo n itor i n g and-measuring of-fche p a cka ge ga p s . Th e-measwed 
package gaps are fed into a feedback control s ystem which alters the speed of a conveyor in 
order to change the gapping as desired. A method and apparatus for controlling gaps between 
articles traveling on a conveyor system includes providing a plurality of tandem conveying 
surfaces defining a series of sequentially arranged conveying surface interfaces. At least one of 
the conveying surfaces associated with each of said conveying surface interfaces is an 
adjustable-speed conveying surface. At least one article sensor is provided adjacent at least one 
of the conveying surface interfaces. The article sensor provides information on positions of the 
articles. The speeds of the tandem conveying surfaces are controlled in a manner that establishes 
controlled gaps between articles, by identifying a controllable gap that can be adjusted between 
articles at a particular conveying surface interface and adjusting the controllable gap at the 
particular conveying surface interface. The control adjusts the controllable gap by adjusting the 
speed of the adjustable speed conveying surface associated with the particular conveying surface 
interface using a feedback controller. Gaps between articles are sequentially adjusted at the 
series of sequentially arranged conveying surface interfaces. 


